
Product Piracy – Made in Germany
Counterfeiting: A serious economic problem



SCHWEINFURT. Sparks are flying and
there’s a smell of burnt grease in the air.
The FAG premises in Schweinfurt are
crowded with photographers and camera
teams. Normally this is a place where high-
quality rolling bearings are manufactured.
But these particular bearings are being
worked over with angle grinders and 
blowtorches to render them useless. Why?
Because they are fake products. 

Around 40 tons of bearings with a nominal
value of some €8million were destroyed.
“With this spectacular action we want 
to draw attention to the fact that brand 
and product piracy is far from being 
restricted to China or southeast Europe. 
It takes place right on our doorstep,” 
said Hans-Jürgen Goslar, Member of the 
Schaeffler KG Managing Board. 

The counterfeit products with the brand im-
prints INA, FAG and SKF were discovered at
an independent rolling bearing dealer in
Franconia. “It is no longer merely fake lux-
ury and consumer goods that are flooding
the German and European markets, but in-
creasingly also safety-relevant industrial
products such as rolling bearings,” contin-
ued Mr. Goslar. 

The economic damage resulting from 
such counterfeits is difficult to quantify. 
In addition to lost sales and significant 
loss of image through inferior-quality

The Dangers 
in Figures

3,500 industrial accidents per year are
due to fake products.

The economic damage to the capital
goods industry is estimated to amount
to 4.5 billion euros annually.

Without brand and product piracy
there would be about 70,000 more
jobs in Germany.

Sequence of Events

February 2006: Initial tip-off, followed by preliminary examinations
March 2006: Matter is reported to criminal investigators
Mid May 2006: Warehouse and offices are searched by criminal investigators 
who are accompanied by Schaeffler Group and SKF specialists 
Seizure of warehouse stock for criminal proceedings 
End of May 2006: Interim order with the goal of seizing the bearing stock as far 
as FAG, INA and SKF components are concerned; this became effective.
Fall of 2006: Transfer of bearing stock to a depot of the rolling bearing manufacturers,
followed by visual examination and assessment of the parts, documentation, 
preparation for bearing destruction
January 2007: Scrapping of fake bearings 

goods, there are enormous costs arising
from the investigation, seizure and 
professional disposal of the bearings. 
However, the damage affects not only 
companies producing brand-name goods
and investing heavily in research, develop-
ment and quality assurance. It also 
affects the companies who  install such 

fake components, and in turn their cus-
tomers. This is why Ingrid Bichelmeir-Böhn,
anti-piracy coordinator for the Schaeffler
Group, urgently appeals to everyone, 
“Buy bearings from certified distribution
partners only!” What seems to be an ebay
snip can soon turn out to be an extremely
expensive mistake. 

Product Piracy – Made in Germany
Only authorized distributors guarantee genuine products 

A total of about 40 tons of rolling bearings
having a nominal value of some €8million
were destroyed.
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Scrapping of fake bearings
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Further information on product piracy can be obtained from: 

Ingrid.Bichelmeir-Boehn@schaeffler.com  

Mafia-like structures
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Product piracy right on our doorstep
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Fake rolling bearings destroyed


